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Vietnamese Underglaze-painted Iron-brown Wares
Found in Taiwan and Pen-hu Archipelago and the

Historical Meaning of These Relics

Lu, Tai-kang*

Abstract

Vietnamese Underglaze-painted iron-brown (black) wares found in Taiwan and Pen-hu
Archipelago could be divided into two phases, and most of the shape of the wares are bowl. The
date of the first phase should be traced back from the second half of the Fourteenth century to
the early fifteenth century. Nearly all of the ceramics in this period were the underwater relics
found in Ma-gung Harbor, Pen-hu Archipelago around Taiwan strait and the offshore of
southwestern coastline of Taiwan. The second phase could be dated back to the second half of
the Seventeenth century. The wares of this period were found at the Shenei site, situated in
Tainan County, southwest Taiwan, which believed to be the living area of aboriginals of the
Siraya tribe. The wares with same characters as mention above also could be found at kiln sites
in surrounding area of Hanoi, northern Vietnam, and various maritime and land archaeological
site in Japan and Southeast Asia. It is the first time that Vietnamese Underglaze-painted iron-
brown wares were found in Taiwan. These works are not only suggest the changing steps of
ceramic trade around East Asia in different period and the development of ceramic production
of Southeast Asia in specific period, but also show the important of context of international

maritime trade in Taiwan, Pen-hu and surrounding seagoing routes.
Keywords:

Taiwan, Pen-hu Archipelago, Trade ceramics, Vietnam,

Underglaze-painted iron-brown wares.

* Ph. D., Assistant Professor, Department of Art History, Tainan National University of the Arts.
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