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Abstract

This paper encompasses the provenance study and conservation of two historic ceramic incense
burners from Bi-Yun Temple, Liquiu Township, Ping Tung County. Based on academic analysis and
comparison with various kiln finds, it is concluded that these two burners were manufactured by Tong-
xi Kiln in the Changchou area in southern Fujian, which is often known as the “Chang Kiln Works”.
The two items represent one type of the newly-discovered imported ceramics in Taiwan during the
Qing period. Furthermore, one of the discussed works, a tripod white-porcelain burner decorated with
eight trigrams, is so far the only known example from the Chang Kiln, either as in archaeological
remains or as antiques housed in Taiwan. Both burners are dated between the middle of the 18th
century and the 19th century, and have been handed down for two hundred years in Taiwan. Obviously
they shall be regarded as significant with regard to Taiwanese cultural heritage. Therefore, careful
examination and documentation of the two burners was carried out. Treatments such as the removal
of old adhesives, rejoining and gap-filling were also applied. A custom-made package has also been
provided for safe handling and storage of the items. It is hoped that this study and conservation work
has turned these two accidentally-broken objects into part of Taiwan's sustainable heritage.

Keywords: Artifact Studies, Object Conservation, White Porcelain, Tong-xi Kiln in Fujian Province,
Chang Kiln.
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Figure 1. White pottery tripod, side view (after
restoration).
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Figure 2. Incense burner base (after restoration).
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Figure 3. Arrangement of white pottery tripod's
feet (after restoration).
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Figure 4. Decoration under digital magnification.
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Figure 5. White pottery tripod incense burner
(after restoration).
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Figure 6. Incense burner base (after restoration).

BAZR - ERERER

AB7 BEHR (ZFETM)

Figure 7. Incense burner, view from above (after
restoration).
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Figure 8. Decoration under digital magnification.
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Figure 9. Sketch of white pottery tripod incense
burner.
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Figure 10. Sketch of cylindrical white pottery
tripod incense burner.
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Figure 11. Samples gathered from Tong-xi Kiln.
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Figure 12. Samples gathered from Tong-xi Kiln
from the collection of Zhangzhou
Museum.
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Figure 13. Samples gathered from Tong-xi
Kiln from the collection of Nanjing
County Museum.
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Figure 14. White pottery with octogram
decoration from Dehua Kiln,
Fujian.
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Figure 15. Samples unearthed from Dehua Kiln
and Jiabei Shan Kiln.
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Figure 16. Northern Song-era celadon pottery ~ Figure 19. Celadon incense burner from
from the Ru Kiln, Henan. Longquan Kiln, recovered from a
shipwreck in Sinan County, South
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Figure 17. Northern Song-era white pottery from
the Ding Kiln, Hebei.
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Figure 20. White pottery incense burner from
Dehua Kiln.
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Figure 18. Southern Song-era celadon incense
burner unearthed at Huancui Pagoda
from the Longquan Kiln.
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Figure 21. White pottery incense burner from the
collection of Zhangzhou Museum.
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Figure 22.Samples collected from Tong-xi Kiln.
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Figure 23. White pottery incense burner with

incription from Dehua Kiln
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Figure 24. Tek Sing celadon incense burner 1
from Tong-xi Kiln no. 1.

B3GR : Nagel Auctions (2000)
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Figure 25. Tek Sing celadon incense burner from
Tong-xi Kiln no. 2.

B3R : Nagel Auctions (2000)
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_ e . _ - Figure 29. White pottery incense burner
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ABi26. B SR ERUER/E unearthed from the ruins of
Figure 26. White pottery incense burners, Chaotian Palace Market, Beigang,
Xingan Palace, Lvgang, Changhua. no. 2.
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Figure 27. White pottery incense burner, Figure 30. White pottery incense burner, Baoan
Longxing Temple, Sinshe District, Temple, Baisha Township, Penghu
Taichung. County.
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Figure 28. White pottery incense burner
unearthed from the ruins of
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Chaotian Palace Market, Beigang, Figure 31. White pottery incense burner, Tianhou
no. 1. Temple, Tongluo Township, Miaoli.
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Figure 32. White pottery tripod incense burner
(before restoration).
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Figure 33. White pottery cylinder tripod incense
burner (before restoration).

BAZER : ERREH

Al - Bk B T VA R - OE
S o AR RV - el A O O 7
Mo IE BB - HidE Tl )&k
SEACREMRRIEE I - 78 DL 3 A O & A
WF o REELSER bR - FHOE I N R TE
SRETEREEE (E34) - @EREER
REETE 2GR - BIE D BE B
TR A BCRREE - HE
AP SR Fr > DU RE & BRI R A AN 52
BRI o BRI 35 F v R IR B
Fr)oo Bk T EBZIL - Mt as PR
bR ek ~ TRIERE ) Fix



FEERRIMIKEEETEHEE LI ZTEZE

AE34. BRYINER -
Figure 34. Removing old adhesive from artifacts.
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Figure 35. Dismantling an incense burner.
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Figure 36. Dismantling an incense burner.
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Figure 37. The process of using natural clay
dressings to clean.
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Figure 38. Gluing broken pieces together.
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Figure 39. Filling holes in an artifact.
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Figure 40. Producing a custom-built protective
package.
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Figure 41. Placing the restored artifact in the
protective package.
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