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Abstract

Recognizing the Chinese Export Ceramics in the Late Ming
and Early Qing Dynasties through the Unearthed Trade

Ceramics Found in Taiwan and Overseas Area

Lu, Tai-kang
Ph. D., Associate Professor, Department of Art History,
Tainan National University of the Arts, Taiwan

The western traders started explored to the east around the sixteenth century. This brought forth a
new phase for Chinese porcelain trading business. This paper aims to present the comprehensive analysis
by focusing on the trade routes for these porcelain and the features of those porcelain in details based on the
archaeological materials discovered from all over the world as well as in Taiwan. First, we will address the
findings on the new players in the trading businesses as well as the new various trade routes established from
the sixteenth to seventeenth century. The Portages; Spanish and the Dutch started building their footprints
to do business with China. They built their businesses branches in Asia and brought the China Porcelain to
countries all over the world using their own global trading networks. On the other hand, the Chinese south-
east merchants still dominated the porcelain trade around the Asia. Also they had to face the new competitions
/ challenges by those western merchants, the interaction between eastern and western merchants sometimes

became business alleys and sometimes turn to rivalries or vice versa.

X

fif Secondly, the new market demand and growing number of demand of the porcelain goods enceuraged the
T growth of the new kiln area located around the southern cost of China such as Zhangzhou kiln (SWATOW).
iR Furthermore, the Chinese potters designed new motifs and adjusted the shapes of porcelains in responses to
= the new demands from those new foreign markets in a fairly short amount of time. Many new decoration and

shape of ceramic goods developed in this period such as Kraak porcelain, Chinese armorial porcelain (the coat

=

of arms) and some works in peculiar shape for overseas market. The Chinese porcelain exported to the new
markets around the world also influenced the porcelain industries such as Japan, Dutch, west Asia and central
America. Especially in terms of the motifs and designs, we found some wares literally imitated the Chinese

Kraak style Porcelain
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