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The Qing Dynasty Artillery Study from the
Cultural Heritage Relics in Tainan

Lu, Tai-kang
Professor, Department of Art History, Tainan National University of the Arts

Abstract

This article is focused on the examination and research conducted on two
antique artilleries in Tainan. The first cannon was called 9 pound Muzzle Loader in
before. The official name should be British gun manufactured 9-pound Blomefield
pattern rifled muzzleloader. This canon is well preserved. The Inscription is still
recognizable. The structure is intact. It is identified being made by Bailey, Pegg
and Company in British around 1861. This kind of British manufactured cannon
was introduced into Taiwan for military defiance purposes around mid-19th
Century. There are identical cannons with same design and inscription located in

the Eight Trigram Mountain at Chang-hua County.

The second ancient cannon was named '8-inch Armstrong's Breech-loading
artillery' in before. After the author’s research, we realized this cannon should be
called Armstrong Pattern 5-inch muzzle-loader. It was estimated producing
between the end of 18th Century and the beginning of 19th Century. It is most
likely brought into Taiwan during the Sino- British Opium War. The design and

features are similar to other artillery pieces found in other cities of Taiwan such as
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Hsin-chu, Tai-tung, Ma-tsu Islands and Kin-men Islands. One other hand, this type
of artillery heavily effected the design of Chinese cannons manufactured by Qing
Dynasty around the late 19th Century. The Chinese copy cannons are located now

across Taiwan such as Tam-sui, Tai-nan, Peng-hu Islands and Kee-lung.

Keyword: Antiquity research, Ancient artillery, Historical military relics
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