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The Research on the Paiwan Tribe Ancient
Pottery (dilung; reretan; dredretan) of
Taiwan Indigenous People

Tai-kang Lu”

Abstract

This research focused on the comprehensive analysis and discussion of the
Paiwan tribal ancient pottery (dilung; reretan, dredretan) that were passed down
through generations of the Taiwan indigenous Paiwan people. First, five distinct types
of the poetry were classifed: round pot, diamond pot, tear-drop pot, bottle (jug) pot
and flat pot. Their decorative features were investigated. According to the styles, one
can observe the following decorative techniques: embossment, incise, stamp, print,
painting and perforation. Based on the field investigation records and first-hand
examination of the Paiwan tribe ancient pottery, the author analyzed the traits and
craftsmanship features of the pottery. On the other hand, this paper studied the key
messages from the social context of dilung for Paiwan tribe pottery including the
following aspects: 1. the value of the ancient pottery and the role it played for the
society of Paiwan tribe. 2. The social classification of the Paiwan tribe ancient pottery.
3. How these artifacts were passed down and preserved through generations as
inheritance. 4. The myth and legends about the Paiwan tribe pottery. Through the

result of the archaeological research, we could understand the origin and development

) Professor, Department of Art History, Tainan National University of the Art.
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of the Paiwan tribe pottery. The shapes and decorative patterns of the pottery from
other Taiwan Indigenous tribes were also compared for revealing some possible origin

of the Paiwan tribe ancient pottery.

Keywords: Taiwan Indigenous People, Paiwan tribe, Ancient pottery (dilung; reretan;

dredretan)
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