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Exploring the Origin of Wuzhou Cultural
Relics— A Study of Two Ancient

Heirloom Porcelain Pieces from
Qionglin in Kinmen

Lu Tai-Kang
Professor, Department of Art History,
Tainan National University of the Arts, Taiwan

Abstract

This study is an in-depth investigation into two ancient heirloom porcelain
pieces from Qionglin settlement in Kinmen County. Now part of the collections of
Protection Temple in Qjonglin, the first piece is the “Phoenix-tail-shaped carved
Dongxi celadon vase with blue inscription”. An analysis of its characteristics in
style, ornamentation and workmanship indicates that this sacrificial celadon vase
was produced in Dongxi (southern Fujian Province) during the Qing Dynasty. The
under-glazed blue inscription on the vase clearly records the faith context and the
sources of financial providers of the Temple. This celadon vase is also the oldest
known Dongxi kiln cultural relic among the area of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and
Matsu.

The second piece—a tri-foot white porcelain incense burner—is the heirloom
collection of Qionglin’s Cai Family. Through research and analysis, it is known to
be a sacrificial vase produced in Dehua (Fujian Province). The origin of this white

porcelain vase can be dated back to as early as the first half of the 16"
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century—during Jiajing period of the Ming Dynasty—yet no later than the first
half of the 18" century—the early Qing Dynasty. With its highly complex yet
exquisite craftsmanship, classic yet elegant style as well as its fine embossed
decoration, this white porcelain incense burner by Dehua kiln demonstrates a high
level of artistic attainment that no other heirlooms or archaeological finds within
the country or overseas can be comparable with. In addition, this ancient incense
burner also provides solid material evidence for the worship tradition of Qionglin’s
Cai Family and the claim that their ancestral temple “was constructed before the 8"

year of the emperor Ming Shizhong Jiajing era (1529)”.

Keywords: Kinmen, Qionglin, Protection Temple, Dongxi kiln, Cai Family’s

ancestral temple, Dehua kiln
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